Within the past decade have appeared in the pages of this journal two important articles by Malcolm Lowe on the identity of oi 'lou3o?-tot in early Christian literature. It is the first of these, focused primarily on the Fourth Gospel, that furnished the starting-point of the following reflections.
There are in fact three questions that arise in connection with the Johannine IouocxLOL; two belong to exegesis, the third to history. The first asks who they are, the second what role or function they fulfil, the third why the evangelist regards them with such hostility.
Always a puzzle, this third question has become even more teasingly problematic in recent years, as scholars have come to recognize the fundamental Jewishness of the Johannine group.2 The three questions are obviously closely linked, and in spite of the fact that the third takes us out of the realm of textual understanding into that of historical explanation, it hangs upon the answers to the other two because it cannot be correctly formulated without them. This article is written in the first place as an exegetical study in the belief that there are still some strands left to be unravelled in this densely 1 "Who were the 'lou8etot?", NT 18 (1976) 
